Days of Revolution
The tasks of the Workers' and Soldiers' Councils
were manifold. Not only was it necessary to keep the
normal functioning of the administration under con-
trol, but emergencies came up almost every hour.
The formation of Farmers* Councils was demanded
by some villages and they asked for military protec-
tion. People came to offer their services, others
wanted information. The university had to be put
under the control of the Workers' Council. Dr. Hugo
Sinzheimer, the new police commissioner, took it
upon himself to accomplish this task and addressed
the university senate in a speech characteristic of the
spirit of the revolution.
" I come/5 he said, " to tell you that the new Ger-
many wants to cultivate the intellect and humanism.
The representatives of the revolution are inspired by
reverence for both. We don't come to offer you
coercion and oppression. What I have to offer you
is freedom and confidence, freedom for science and
research. You have only to serve the truth and
nothing else."
~ The rector of the university answered that the
faculty and senate recognized the authority of the
Workers' Council, but it was symptomatic that at
this early moment the students tried to protest. They
did not appreciate the liberty for science and truth
offered by the republic and later helped to bring on
the regime of oppression and regimentation of science,
where the search for truth for truth's sake is pro-
hibited.
We had decided to send a delegation to the City
Council to put it under the control of the Workers'
Council. The City Council assembled for that pur-
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